Lecture 1 - Mesopotamia and the Birth of Civilization

Summary
[bookmark: _GoBack]This lecture examines connections across a series of ancient civilizations in Mesopotamia, including the Sumerians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Israelites, and Persians.  

Vocabulary

Mesopotamia
Bronze Age
Sumerians
Babylonians
Hammurabi
Assyrians
Persians
Cyrus the Great
Darius the Great
Israelites
Cuneiform
Greeks


Outline
Prologue: The Discipline of History: Connections across Time and Space 

Ancient Mesopotamia
From Stone Age to Bronze Age
Laundry List of Mesopotamia Civilizations
		Sumerians (c. 4500-1900 BC)
			“Mother Civilization”: Script, Language, Religion
		Assyrians (c. 2600-609 BC)
		Babylonians (c. 1894-539 BC)
		Persians (c. 550-330 BC)
		Israelites
			Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
			Moses in Egypt (c. 13th BC)
			Destruction of the Northern Kingdom (c. 721 BC)
			Babylonian Captivity of the Southern Kingdom (early 6th century BC)

Connections across Ancient Mesopotamia
		Mathematics
		Cuneiform
		Social Hierarchies
		Religion

Epilogue: A Civilization Like No Other: The Greeks
 
